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Water World

On Grand Bahama Island, home is where the hull is.

WHEN THE OWNER of the first Boat House at the Grand
Bahama Yache Club enters his 7,901 L."-l’:|1l.1rr.'—!-l:ll:11 TGN res-
idence, he has two nptic:rm. He can use the front door, or
he can pilot his 36-foot Hinckley Picnic Boae inside,

The Boat House—the first of seven such properties—is
one of the more spectacular features of 2 marina that soon
should cover 60 acres, making it the most cxpansive in
the Bahamias. The dwelling, with floors of Brazilian lpe,
window frames of Honduras mahogany, and upper-flaor
balconies on three sides, includes a main residence, a 1,220-
square-foot guest cottage, a three-car garage, and a
workshop, The boar slip within the house, which can
il.L'-L'l:.'l]]I]I'I.(H.Ei!tL' \'L'.‘-h'i.'!'i i Il.'llll"l-__|r as 5‘“ l-lil'{.'t.. 1% j]i”lkl.'d :Il'lll{
fronted by a balcony that opens into two gruest suites and a
ki“fht‘ll."] |'|l'.‘ H!’."I:'l'lf'li! Hoat Hﬁ'.l'%-.' '\'r'i.]! E‘.'l‘ I'l::l]l'lp.ll"if.‘l.l. EJ}' tl'll‘
I.'['Il.i L'I‘"- this ':-'L'il'l'.. .1]1'.1 Jlllllll.'lL'r!' rl:'ll'!_"l.' ..'l'l]l.{ !-('ILiT 5-'.']1::IIJ|I.'|. hL'
built by early 2007, Currently, each s priced ac $12 mil-
|H'\II'| . .i'II_I.‘I e -!'Ir- rhl;_' r-l'lllr .-IET(".-'I-\.I'!-' ]'i.l".-'l.‘ !'}L,"I.'I'I I,'!llﬂ..,'l'l.'l\l.,"d.

[-:'Il'l'il‘|5 the Cival War and later dnring Prolibinon, Grand
Bahama Island served as a smugglers’ nest. By 1955, it held
little more than pine trees and a couple hundred souls who
'I:Ihll.lL' 1.ill.."'i]' ]i'!r"l”&"., Uﬂ-[h‘: A, I!'u“ "l-'.;'lH”-llL'L' {.:]'['!"\'L'ﬁ. 4m .'ﬁlr]lL'r—
ican lumberman excited by the tourist boom in Cuba,
sported promise and approached the Bahamian govern-
ment '\\'E{E'l A I.ﬂ.il['l I-ur \JL"‘-'L"]U}'-"IHL"II'.. .[‘l:lL' oW ':l'- FFL"L"FU‘F{
rose up soon afterward, and a tourist center at nearby Port
Lucava followed

By 204013, the poTt conststed of a marina and the 14-home

I.m',nlr':m Marima "L"'L]].lj.:u. Enter Preben (Mesen, an effusive

Danish real estate developer who had been cruising the area
in his 65-foot Azimut, Enamored, he |'|||1'-::]'|,1m,-d the \'iiqu_w
from Erik Christiansen, a ﬁ‘ilgw Dane, and immediarely
embarked on 3 dramatic makeover,

Ower the next five years, Olesen expects to grow the
number of boat slips from 125 o more than 225 and sell
YY-year leases for them at prices ranging from $7 (000 o
£9.000 per foor. The Bahamas, with ies shallow waters, has
TRENCT |.'";.'L'l] d !-\.l\'U'I e th'}l.i]hl[j.l]l] t:.'ll ]l]‘:g:l'}"-‘l.L']iL\, I:}l]t ':.I!']L'\L'J:I
aims to change this. “Tighe now” he observes “there are 5.4
miles of vachts over 100 feet long under construction world-
wide, and we're preparmg for them.” Port Lucaya’s |.1.11I.' and
the inlet that leads to ot are th'i.'!'- L'l]c‘m;._:h for |,1rg¢ vachis,
ancd the new slips wall aceept vessels as long as 150 feet

.""L]D:Hg with the ﬂipﬁ. Olesen |.'I].lE1.'i to builld abour 100
condos, with prices starning at about $500,000, and some
200 townhouses pri;'u:r'l at %1 million and more. He also is
building a 62-suite condo hotel next to twvo golf courses.

I'he 1sland, which sits about 60 miles from Palm Beach,
Fla.. iz easily accessible by plane; Grand Bahama Interna-
tional J\ir}'--:}:rt has an 11,000-foot runway that accommo—
dates aircraft of all sizes, The ]!«re_'fct'r-cxl means of arrival
may he by boat, however—espeatally of one cwns a home
in which 1t can be docked. MICHAEL SCHULZE

Crrand Bahama Yackt Cluby, 242.373.76 14,
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An gerial view of the Grand Behama Yacht Club, which aims to build the larest mering in the Boalumaos.



